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PODCAST TITLE: Liberty 

NMS TRAINEE: Anika Begum 

NMS Placement Site: Bletchley Park  

 

Section 1  

I’m Anika, a New Museum School trainee at Bletchley Park, the home of Britain’s 

World War Two codebreakers and the birthplace of modern computing.  During the 

war, the Government Code and Cypher School was located at Bletchley Park. The 

church bell can be heard from the Bungalow where I am now based. I’ve been here 

for a few months, learning from a variety of departments about how each plays a 

significant role in the running of Bletchley Park.  
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Section 2  

 
This is the sound of the lake I walk past every morning. It is part of the original grounds, 

which grew, during the six years of World War Two, from the Victorian Mansion, to 

include wooden huts, and later brick and concrete blocks – many of these remain here 

today.  Straight ahead, to my right, is the Teleprinter building.  This is where some of 

the General Post Office staff and Women’s Auxiliary Air Force members worked, 

otherwise known as the WAAFs.  
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Section 3  

The WAAFs were one of three services working at Bletchley Park, alongside civilians 

and people from other organisations.  The WAAFs had a few different roles such as 

being a wireless operator and a Morse slip reader. Learning about the WAAFs was 

fascinating. Without everyone in some way contributing, the cracking of the Enigma 

Code and other codes and ciphers that led to key intelligence and saved lives might 

not have happened.  Despite being a part of an inspiring legacy, many who worked 

here never discussed their work for decades as they had signed the Official Secrets 

Act.  
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Section 4  

Researching the role of the WAAFs of Bletchley Park made me want to learn more. 

Speaking to family and friends, Noor-un-Nissa Inayat Khan was suggested. Though 

Khan never worked at Bletchley Park, she had joined the WAAFs in 1940. Hearing 

about Khan immediately set off a light bulb in my head and I remembered that months 

earlier I had scrolled through my Instagram feed and came across a post about Khan. 

I clicked on the post because here was a woman of South Asian lineage in a uniform, 

and the digitized photograph looked like it was from the late 1930s or ’40s. This photo 

from the Imperial War Museum Archive depicts Khan as an officer, smiling in her 

uniform as an Honorary Assistant Section Officer, for the Special Operations 

Executive, also known as the SOE - a World War Two organization that aided 

resistance movements through espionage. This photo drew me to the post, as it is not 

often that I would see a woman of colour in uniform during the War. 
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Section 5  

By 1943, one hundred and eighty thousand women had joined the WAAFs. To me, the 

WAAFs were made up of women who were brave, fearless, strong and 

compassionate.  Khan wanted to help defeat the Nazis and fight the xenophobia they 

stood for. Her father Inayat Khan, an Indian Sufi leader in the West, was a descendant 

of the Tipu Sultan of Mysore, one of the last remaining Indian rulers, who died fighting 

colonialism.  Khan lost her father when she was 13 and effectively became the head 

of her family and took care of everyone. Khan was a Muslim woman of colour who 

lived her life inspired by her father’s pacifist teachings.  Khan wanted to aid resistance 

movements without hurting another person. 
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Section 6 

In 1942, after her time in the WAAFs, Khan was recruited for a position with the F 

Section of the Special Operations Executive. Khan was the first female wireless 

operator in Nazi-occupied France.  Despite betrayals and being told to return home 

for her own safety, Khan stayed. She knew her work was important and was 

determined to do all she could to help the Allies. Becoming a member of the WAAFs 

was a way for her to learn and train to become a wireless operator, a skill which she 

excelled in. There were doubts over her ability to stay in disguise and to work in 

espionage as a wireless operator but as she provided crucial intelligence to Britain 

from Nazi-occupied France, she undoubtedly proved herself.  

Khan’s story is not only fascinating to learn from but also to be inspired by alongside 

the WAAF members of Bletchley Park. The common unity of these women was their 

sense of duty. During a time when people were terrified, and understandably so, when 

people lost so much, not only their loved ones, but their homes, their belongings, entire 

neighbourhoods, these women did the jobs that were left behind to keep the country 

running and then did some of the same work as men because they could. As abhorrent 

as the War was, people came together to battle a dictatorship and genocide by working 

tirelessly to keep the country functioning. 
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Section 7 

Despite many of the agents being betrayed and captured, Khan managed to evade 

capture for a while and sent vital intelligence information to Britain. She was told by 

the British to return yet she remained in France, determined to do the work of several 

agents and to remain a strong link between the resistance movement in France and 

Britain. She was eventually betrayed and her signals for communicating with the 

British were used for the capture of other SOE agents. She was imprisoned and 

tortured, eventually being sent to Dachau concentration camp and executed alongside 

other agents in 1944.  Reportedly her last word before her execution was “liberté”.  

Khan’s story came to a tragic end, but even when facing death Khan never betrayed 

anyone, she never gave up intelligence secrets. To put it simply she fought and 

resisted because she knew that the work the agents did saved so many lives.  She 

abhorred the Nazi beliefs and though she could have stayed away, she chose not to. 

Khan defended and resisted, all without hurting another person.  She upheld her 

values of pacifism whilst saving countless lives with the intelligence she was able to 

provide. Khan was awarded the George Cross in 1949, as well as the French Croix de 

Guerre with silver star. In 2012, Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal unveiled a 

bronze bust of Khan, commemorating her courage, in Gordon Square Gardens, 

London. 
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Section 8 

Khan’s bravery is evident, and I hope more of the public learn about her and people 

like her: heroes who defended peacefully and deserve more recognition. Learning 

about the WAAFs of Bletchley Park was key to my understanding of how their 

contributions aided the intelligence needed to support defence strategies and helped 

the resistance movements. Learning about Noor Inayat Khan has taught me about 

courage even in the face of War.  I’m glad that in recent years her story has begun to 

be heard and I hope it continues to be heard worldwide - after all she helped to defend 

our Liberty. 

 

 

NMS OUTRO STING 

SCRIPT ENDS 

 

 


